CHAPTER  XX
The Painter of P'hiyang .and Spituk Debates

LEH forms a compact little world, where the various elements
necessary for a complete society are blended in nicely-judged
proportions, resulting in stability and contentment; while the
comings and goings of Central Asian caravans have until now
contributed sufficient movement for the cominunity to escape
the danger of stagnation. This little country town gives the
impression of being every inch a capital, worthy to be the nerve-
centre of a country, which possessing a total population that is
less than Scarborough but somewhat exceeds Margate, has
produced from its deserts so wonderful a culture, with its
wealth of monuments, its artists, and its philosophers, that
it puts to shame all devotees of the cult of size, wealth and
number.

Apart from one or two officials, the leading citizens belong
to the little group of important merchants, whose operations
constitute the chief link with distant countries. Next rank
shopkeepers, mostly Indian, whose influence is unfortunately
tending to lower the standards of taste. In addition to these
there are skilled artisans, silversmiths or woodworkers, who
furnish artistic requisites. Finally come those, the majority,
whose livelihood depends directly or indirectly on the caravan
traffic. There are also, at all times, numbers of peasants from
the surrounding district who come to the town to do their
shopping or to sell fruit, vegetables and fodder: the market-
place is thronged with cheerful country women carrying huge
loads of fresh hay in baskets on their backs: riding through
the square one must watch one's horse lest it should take a
sudden nip at one of these fragrant bundles.

Higher culture is the care of the clergy, few of whom, how-
ever, dwell inside the city, though some of them are constantly
to be found there. In the days of Ladak's independence there
must also have existed a cultured secular aristocracy. Nowa-
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